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Legendary Chicago choreographer, dancer, educator Nana Shineflug dies at 79
Dancer, choreographer, educator, Founder/Artistic Director of the Chicago Moving Company (CMC), live-wire and “den mother” (Chicago Tribune) to Chicago’s contemporary dance community –Nana (Elizabeth) Shineflug died peacefully at home on January 15 surrounded by her loving family (following a 4 year bout with cancer); she was 79.  She had received successful medical treatment over the past few years and continued to actively direct CMC and teach at Columbia College Chicago (where she was also a tenured Professor) up until this December when she relapsed.  An icon in Chicago’s tight-knit dance community, Shineflug was known for her passion, energy, generosity, sense of humour, and artistic longevity.  She founded, directed, and choreographed for the Chicago Moving Company for 42 years and was also a much loved teacher there and at Columbia College Chicago (she was especially known for developing her signature movement practice/technique, “The Conscious Body”).  The company will continue operations in full into the future, with CMC Artist in Residence Rachel Bunting acting as Rehearsal Director for the remainder of the season (through August); a new director will be named for next season.

Nana was the recipient of numerous honors:  four National Endowment for the Arts Choreographic Fellowships,  three Illinois Arts Council Choreographic Fellowships,  a 2010-15 Fulbright Award,  the Katherine Dunham Award for Excellence and Dedication to the Arts, the Boulevard Arts Center’s Presidents Award, the Chicago Dance Coalition’s Ruth Page Award for Lifetime Service to the Field, Columbia College Chicago’s Distinguished Alumni Award, two Illinois Alliance for Arts Education Service Awards, and the Bucktown Arts Festival’s inaugural “Best in Show, Dance” Award.   Under her direction, CMC performed throughout Chicago; toured nationally and internationally—to The Hebbel Theater, Berlin, Germany; Teatro Danza, Mexico City; Theater Artaud, San Francisco; Teatro Vila Velha, Salvador, Brazil; and collaborated with world-class organizations including the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and the Oriental Institute, University of Chicago.  In 2007 the company entered into an ongoing cultural exchange with the Arts Council and dance artists of Mongolia, including a CMC tour to Ulan Bator, Mongolia (2010) and the hosting of a Mongolian dancer/choreographer as International guest artist-in-residence for the company’s 40th Anniversary (2012-13).

Nana leaves behind a huge artistic legacy--a large body of choreographic work (some of which will remain in CMC repertory) and a human legacy-- literally hundreds of students and CMC dancers/alumni, many who have gone on to have successful artistic careers/impact of their own, including:  founding their own dance companies (Carrie Hanson/The Seldoms; Joanna Reed/Same Planet), performing on Broadway (Derric Harris), and working with internationally-known artists (Peter Sciscioli/Meredith Monk).

She is survived by her daughter Lisa Farrell (William), son Otto Shineflug (Amy Guanci), grandsons Will and Ryan Farrell and granddaughters Amelia and Katie Guanci, her ex-husband Will H. Shineflug (Sally Steine), numerous extended family, her CMC family (dancers, staff, board), and numerous "family" and friends in Chicago and the world's dance and artistic communities.

The family will be holding a private service.  A public celebration of Nana's life is also being planned for spring 2015 at the Hamlin Park Theater.  In lieu of flowers, memorial funds requested to the Chicago Moving Company, Hamlin Park Fieldhouse, 3035 N. Hoyne, Chicago, IL  60618 or at www.chicagomovingcompany.org/donate.html  as well as the Trinity Booster Club, a non-profit organization supporting the Trinity Irish Dancers, 747 Church, B1, Elmhurst, IL  60126.                                                                             ###

